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My name is Michael Carr, and I am the President and CEO ofthe USS Missouri Memorial Association.
I am testifying in support of SB3073.

This bill will provide ýnancial support for the activities planned for August 29-Sept 2, 2020 to honor
the 75"ó anniversary ofthe End of WWII in Hawaii and to recognize and honor the men and women of
the Greatest Generation who fought in that war for the freedom of notjust the United States but for all
freedom loving peoples ofthe world. This will likely be the last time that we as a nation can do these
veterans this honor because the youngest ones are in the their 90ôs.

The USS Missouri, one the US Navyós most famous ships, is of course where WWII ended for all the
nations ofthe world on Sept 2, 1945 in Tokyo Bay. Now permanently anchored at Pearl Harbor,just
500 yards from the Arizona Memorial where WWII began for the United States, they both represent the
bookends of WWII for Americans. Although she was built for war, the Missouri, within 2 years of her
launching, instead became an intemational symbol of peace and reconciliation- a message we impart to
our visitors every day. In 2019, we welcome almost 600,000 visitors and have welcomed over 9 Million
since we opened in 1999.

National legislation was passed last year to lend support of these remembrances both in Hawaii and in
Washington DC, where the end of WWII in Europe will be recognized in May. The National Co-Chairs
and Senators Bob and Elizabeth Dole and in Hawaii the Honorary Chairs are Gov David Igc and ADM
Philip Davidson, the CO of INDO PACOM Command. The Dept of Defense is lending logistical and
material support to all these activities and we expect many high-level leaders from all the countries who
signed the peace document to attend as well.

The programs, events, ceremonies, tributes and exhibits planned will:

' Highlight the role of Hawaii communities during WWII, collecting stories, artifacts, and oral
histories that can live on in museums, libraries and other sources of leaming;

' Embrace Hawaiiôs diversity, honoring the role of groups whose impact and contributions to the
war effort during the l940ôs and after has been overlooked by history;

' Support community-based initiatives that promote local use of and participation in Hawaiiôs
historic treasures;

' Ensure diverse activities/experiences throughout 2020 and beyond;
' Provide unique and authentic Hawaiôi experiences that beneýt local communities and strengthen

the quality of the destination expectations;
' Create high level local engagement with visiting populations who also seek to remember, honor,

and participate in the celebration ofthe end ofa global conþict;
- Strengthen awareness for and the signiýcance of the Battleship Missouri Memorial as a leaming
destination for local, national and intemational visitors;

' Engage media through streaming to share the Hawaii events statewide, nationally, and globally.

I urge, along with all the members of the 75"ó Commemoration Committee, your support of this
important initiative.

Michael A. Carr
President & Chief Executive Ofýcer

63Cowpens Street O Honolulu, Hawaii 96818 O Ph:(808)455-1600 O Fax: (B08) 455-1598 O www.ussmissouri.org

ñThe USS Missouri Memorial Association is dedicated to preserving the Battleship Missouri and sharing her story and place in history.
USS Missouri Memorial Association is not supported with government funding. It is a Hawaii-based 501(c)3 non-profit designated by

the Navy as caretaker of the Battleship Missouri.

BATTLESHIP

MISEIIIIBI
M E MO R I A L
Purl Ilrlm. lluuli

HONORARY FOUNDER
Senator Daniel K. Inouye

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
CHAIRMAN
Tim Guard

PRESIDENT &
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Michael A. Carr

VICE CHAIRMAN In SECRETARY
CAPT Steve Colon,

USN (Rot)

TREASURER
Carleton L. Williams

Vic Angoco
Michael I. Chun, PhD
Murray Clay
Bonnie Pong

RADM Alma Grocki,
USN (Ret.)

RADM Peter Gumataotao,
USN (Ret.)

CAPT Jeffrey Iames,
USN (Ret.)

Doug Iohnstone
CAPT Jack Laufer,
USCGR (Ret.)
Judy Yuriko bee
Revell K. Newton
Mark Polivka

CHAIRMAN EMERITUS
VADM Robert 1<.u. Kihune,

usw (Ret.)

DIRECTORS EMERITUS
ADM Ronald]. Hays,

USN (Ret.)
ADM Thomas B. Hayward,

USN (Rea
VADM Robert K. . Kihune,

USN (Ret.)
Norman F. Reeder

ADM R. J. "Zap" Zlatoper,
USN (Ret.)

Sm

February I8, 2020 , , , ; ,;
r r > lñió5ôTÄ-ñ.l!.'lró{2 W1 1' 1' Y

uss MISSRI
To: Members of the Senate Committee on Labor, Culture and Arts ô_\*
Public Safety, Veterans & Military Affairs Committee N53 I _\T -

19Â; II 107'ñ
RE: Support for SB3073, which will provide $250,000 to support the ñW,"~
75"ó World War II Commemoration

Ir-|

My name is Michael Carr, and I am the President and CEO ofthe USS Missouri Memorial Association.
I am testifying in support of SB3073.

This bill will provide ýnancial support for the activities planned for August 29-Sept 2, 2020 to honor
the 75"ó anniversary ofthe End of WWII in Hawaii and to recognize and honor the men and women of
the Greatest Generation who fought in that war for the freedom of notjust the United States but for all
freedom loving peoples ofthe world. This will likely be the last time that we as a nation can do these
veterans this honor because the youngest ones are in the their 90ôs.

The USS Missouri, one the US Navyós most famous ships, is of course where WWII ended for all the
nations ofthe world on Sept 2, 1945 in Tokyo Bay. Now permanently anchored at Pearl Harbor,just
500 yards from the Arizona Memorial where WWII began for the United States, they both represent the
bookends of WWII for Americans. Although she was built for war, the Missouri, within 2 years of her
launching, instead became an intemational symbol of peace and reconciliation- a message we impart to
our visitors every day. In 2019, we welcome almost 600,000 visitors and have welcomed over 9 Million
since we opened in 1999.

National legislation was passed last year to lend support of these remembrances both in Hawaii and in
Washington DC, where the end of WWII in Europe will be recognized in May. The National Co-Chairs
and Senators Bob and Elizabeth Dole and in Hawaii the Honorary Chairs are Gov David Igc and ADM
Philip Davidson, the CO of INDO PACOM Command. The Dept of Defense is lending logistical and
material support to all these activities and we expect many high-level leaders from all the countries who
signed the peace document to attend as well.

The programs, events, ceremonies, tributes and exhibits planned will:

' Highlight the role of Hawaii communities during WWII, collecting stories, artifacts, and oral
histories that can live on in museums, libraries and other sources of leaming;

' Embrace Hawaiiôs diversity, honoring the role of groups whose impact and contributions to the
war effort during the l940ôs and after has been overlooked by history;

' Support community-based initiatives that promote local use of and participation in Hawaiiôs
historic treasures;

' Ensure diverse activities/experiences throughout 2020 and beyond;
' Provide unique and authentic Hawaiôi experiences that beneýt local communities and strengthen

the quality of the destination expectations;
' Create high level local engagement with visiting populations who also seek to remember, honor,

and participate in the celebration ofthe end ofa global conþict;
- Strengthen awareness for and the signiýcance of the Battleship Missouri Memorial as a leaming
destination for local, national and intemational visitors;

' Engage media through streaming to share the Hawaii events statewide, nationally, and globally.

I urge, along with all the members of the 75"ó Commemoration Committee, your support of this
important initiative.

Michael A. Carr
President & Chief Executive Ofýcer

63Cowpens Street O Honolulu, Hawaii 96818 O Ph:(808)455-1600 O Fax: (B08) 455-1598 O www.ussmissouri.org

ñThe USS Missouri Memorial Association is dedicated to preserving the Battleship Missouri and sharing her story and place in history.
USS Missouri Memorial Association is not supported with government funding. It is a Hawaii-based 501(c)3 non-profit designated by

the Navy as caretaker of the Battleship Missouri.







mailto:info@hawaiilodging.org


SB-3073-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/17/2020 9:55:13 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/20/2020 10:35:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ronald J. Zlatoper Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

As a committed member of our community, I am submitting my strongest possible 
support for SB 3073, the 75th WWII Commemoration bill under review. Every sub group 
of our state contributed, suffered, and persevered in the ultimate victory of the free 
world , ending WWII.  Now , 75 years later we have an opportunity to commemorate 
those sacrifices and the victory that is important to our state citizenry as well as the 
entire nation. This is a vital activity during a time when it appears our nation is sorely 
divided.Now is the time to start bringing us together and the activities that SB3073 will 
support will do a measurable amount to enable the process.  
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